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  PINE GROVE TOWNSHIP MONTHLY BOARD MEETING MINUTES  

 

October 1, 2025 7:00 p.m. 

 

1. Meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M. by Visser  

2. Pledge of Allegiance. 

3. Roll Call:   Present:  Huston, Meert, Visser, Sell, Hephner    Also Present:   Josh Thall, Attorney 

4. Approve Agenda:   Motion by Meert, supported by Hephner to approve the agenda.  All yes, motion carried.  

5. Consent Agenda:  Motion by Sell, supported by Huston to approve the Consent Agenda with the correction 

of Fire Board Chair Chandler from Fire Chief Chandler in September Meeting Minutes. All yes, motion 

carried. 

6. Monthly Bills:  Motion by Sell, supported by Visser to approve the monthly bills as presented in the 

amount of $157,824.25.  All yes, motion carried. 

7. Correspondence and Reports:  

A. County Commissioner:  Comm. DeStefano is attending the MI Commissioner’s annual 

conference this week.  He will forward the September summary of commissioner action when it 

is complete. 

B. Road Commission:   None. Visser stated last week’s update lists the work on road side mowing 

is continuing.   

C. Fire Chief:    205 calls to date. Open House is Wednesday, Oct 8th, 6-8 p.m. Dispatch will be 

trying to recruit during this event. 

D. Fire Board:   Capital Expense Meeting is October 14th a 6 p.m. 

E. Ambulance:   Submitted   15 responses for August.    

F. Treasurer: As of 08-31-25:  Total: $1,314,826.84  

G. Planning Commission:   Submitted   Shamrock Hills Golf Course Site Plan was approved.  

Next meeting is October 15th, 6 p.m. 

H. KABA:  Submitted.  106 permits year to date, $32,555.00 

8. Committee Reports: 

9. Building Committee:  Check with ATD for an additional security monitor.  Check on mold abatement in 

basement.           

10. Old Business: 

1. Board Action on Complaint Driven Properties:  None   

2. Grand Opportunities/Market One:  Motion by Meert, supported by Sell to try Market One for help 

with grant management for 1 year at a cost of $2,516.56.  Roll Call:  Huston – yes, Meert – yes, Visser 

– yes, Sell -yes, Hephner – no.  4 yes, 1 nay, motion carried. 

3. Board Review of PGT Litter and Vehicle Repair & Storage Ordinances:  Attorney Thall asked to 

receive all comments/changes/recommendations by Oct 31st.  Visser asked all board members to get them 

to her before that date and she will send them all in together. 

4. Snow Plow Contract Bids Winter 2025-2026:  2 bids were received. After discussing the two bids the 

board decided on a 1-year contract with New Life Property.  Motion by Sell, supported by Houston to 

contract with New Life Property for 1 year at $7,500 per season, unlimited plowing and Ambulance 

station is done every 3 inches, 24/7.  Huston – yes, Meert – yes, Visser – yes, Sell – yes, Hephner – yes.  

Motion carried. 

11. New Business:   

1. Ambulance Building Gutter, Gutter Screen and Roof Repairs:  All bids were discussed.  Meert stated 

that the township carries insurance on that building and she will contact them about a claim.  Tabled 

until next month. 

2. Tree Removal Bid for Kendall Park:  1 bid was received for $7000 from J & S Tree Removal.  This 

includes the dead tree, cut all the dead limbs on other trees and clean up the brush pile.  Motion by Visser, 

supported by Huston to accept the bid at $7000 from J & S Tree Removal to take care of the trees and 

brush at the Kendall Park.  Roll Call:  Huston – yes, Meert – yes, Visser – yes, Sell – yes, Hephner – 

yes.  All yes, motion carried. 
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3. Winter 2025 Tax Bill Insert – October 16:  Sell stated that the Van Buren County Conservation District 

has asked if they could have a flyer included with the tax bill.  Sell stated they request each year, and each 

year the board has decided not to include the flyer on recycling opportunities.  After a discussion, it was 

decided to put it on the Township website but not in with the Winter Tax bills. 

4. Leadersfest ORV Ride- October Support Letter and Resolution: Visser presented a flyer from 

Leaders for an ORV event. It starts at Leaders in Kalamazoo, goes to the Allegan County Snowmobile 

Club and then back again, using public roads throughout Kalamazoo, Van Buren and Allegan Counties 

with their respective Sheriffs’ Departments assisting.  The three county Road Commissions have signed 

off as well as the DNR and the State Police have been advised.  Attorney Thall advised that the township 

does not need to do a resolution on this event, it will happen regardless. This event is for Saturday, 

October 4, 2025. 

5. August 18, 2025 Planning Commission Special Land Use and Rezoning Decisions – Leaders RPM: 

Visser advised that the 30-day time period is over and the board can now discuss the recommendation 

from the Planning Commission regarding the Rezoning on the Leaders Property on M-40 in Gobles.  

After a lengthy discussion, a Motion by Hephner, supported by Sell to direct Attorney Thall to prepare a 

Conditional Rezoning ordinance with Leaders that the board can address at the next board meeting.   

All yes, motion passed. 

12. Public Comment (Limit 2 minutes per person):   Pam advised the Kendall Church will be having a Soup 

Supper on Saturday, October 18, 2025 from 5:30 pm to 7:00 pm by free will donation.  An Arts and Eats will 

be held that same weekend, the 18th and 19th and there is also a Trunk and Treat at the church on Halloween.  

A resident asked that the public be able to give input on any grants that are applied for and granted.  Eric 

stated he would like to see some progress made on the storage units being brought in around the township, 

and would like to see an ordinance created prohibiting them as they are eyesores. Eric stated the library is 

going for another renewal and the language is exactly the same as it was in May, and it is wrong.  The library 

should not be able to keep going after the tax payer for something that the money is not being used for. 

13. Member Comment:  Visser stated the Senior Center in Paw Paw is doing a scheduled flu clinic on October 

16th from 11am-12pm.    

14. Adjournment: Motion by Visser, supported Huston to adjourn at 8:36 pm.  All yes, motion carried. 

    

 Adjourned:  8:36 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Michelle Meert, Pine Grove Township Clerk 


