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  PINE GROVE TOWNSHIP MONTHLY BOARD MEETING MINUTES  

 

September 3, 2025 7:00 p.m. 

 

1. Meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M. by Visser  

2. Pledge of Allegiance. 

3. Roll Call:   Present:  Huston, Meert, Visser, Sell, Hephner    Also Present:   Josh Thall, Attorney 

4. Approve Agenda:   Motion by Hephner, supported by Visser to approve the agenda.  All yes, motion carried.  

5. Consent Agenda:  Motion by Huston, supported by Meert to approve the Consent Agenda.  All yes, motion 

carried. 

6. Monthly Bills:  Motion by Sell, supported by Huston to approve the monthly bills as presented in the 

amount of $21,486.56.  All yes, motion carried. 

7. Correspondence and Reports:  

A. County Commissioner:  Submitted.   Van Buren County Library will begin a new program 

mailing books and movies for house bound residents. The entire county is now covered by a 

broad ban provider. The County will not be filling the position of Elected County Surveyor after 

the current surveyor resigned the position. 

B. Road Commission:   None Visser stated last week’s update lists the continued work on Fog Seal 

and road side mowing is continuing.   

C. Fire Chief:    181 calls to date. Many are mutual aid calls. Cooler weather is coming, make sure 

your smoke detectors are working.  The Fire Dept. still has free smoke detectors for township 

residents.  Contrary to some beliefs, residents are not allowed to burn trash in Pine Grove 

township, doesn’t matter if its in a barrel, fire pit, or stove in house, it is illegal to burn trash.  

You can burn brush, leaves, etc., as long as the weather permits. 

D. Fire Board:  October is Fire Safety Month.  They will be holding an Open House, having hot 

dogs and residents can check out the new equipment at this time, everyone invited!   

E. Ambulance:   Submitted   23 responses for July.  Final quotes for the gutters were sent in today. 

F. Treasurer: As of 07-31-25:  Total: $1,333,942.20       

G. Planning Commission:   August PC meeting had a Public Hearing on Leaders Rezoning 

Request.  They are requesting to change their zoning to Industrial so they can have outdoor 

storage. After a lengthy discussion with consultant and attorney, the PC recommended to deny 

the application to the Board.  The Board has to wait 30 days before they can discuss it and vote.  

Shamrock Golf course had a preliminary site review, building additional parking and a building 

for additional space during golf outings.  Next meeting on September 15th at 6 p.m. 

H. KABA:  Submitted.  $5,438 in permits for August.  TTD: $32,555 

8. Committee Reports:  Building Committee:  None          

9. Old Business: 

1.  Board Action on Complaint Driven Properties:  33 open complaints in various stages. 

2. Grand Opportunities - Katie Vander Hulst and Julia Wahl, Market One: Katie Vander Hulst 

introduced herself and spoke about Market One and how they provide services for anything related to 

economic development and grant funding.  Julia Wahl introduced herself and spoke about Market One 

investing opportunities.   

3. Attorney Review of PGT Litter and Vehicle Repair & Storage Ordinances: Attorney Thall reviewed 

the ordinance revisions provided to him at last months board meeting and presented his marked-up copies 

to the board with questions and suggestions.  The Board and Attorney discussed the changes in length and 

the board will take the next month to read over the proposed ordinances and revisions will be on the 

agenda for next month.  

10. New Business:   

1. Gobles Pine Grove Fire Department Capital Expenditure Committee: Fire Board Chair Chandler is 

working on a future Capital Expenditure Committee and would like 2 board members that will work on 

that committee.  The committee will meet a couple of times a year to work on budgets, etc.  Pam Visser 

and Ron Huston will be the two board members for this committee. 
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2. Recycle Center Requests – Hours and Wages:  Huston stated Bob has been at the Recycle Center for 

11 years and Jeff is the new hire.  Huston stated he does not believe the wages are competitive compared 

to other townships.  Visser stated there was talk about adding Mondays to the schedule.  Sell stated the 

hours are so part time that it is difficult to fill these positions, especially with the wages offered.  After a 

lengthy discussion, Attorney Thall will prepare an Hourly Policy for Raises. 

3. Snow Plow Contract Renewal for 2025-2026:  Meert stated she received a renewal proposal from New 

Life Property Care for snow plowing again this year, but bids for the contract have not been advertised 

yet.  Attorney Thall stated it needs to be advertised before making a decision.  Table the proposal until 

after it is advertised.  Sell asked New Life if a statistical report could be furnished on how many times and 

what business were serviced last winter. Meert will have it advertised and the board will be able to 

address it at the next meeting. 

11. Public Comment (Limit 2 minutes per person):  Emily H. from Van Buren Co. Conservation District 

talked about surveys that are available and encourages participation in upcoming events. Eric Mathis stated he 

is happy about the grant opportunities.  Eric asked if the township gives permits for the storage containers that 

come into the township as there is a new one down at the blueberry patch.  Eric asked if there were any plans 

for air conditioning at the Recycle Center office as this last summer was brutal and the board agreed they 

would move forward on it over the winter. Eric asked if there was an ordinance on air brakes – Jake Brake as 

there are many trucks going through Kendall using them and they are very loud.  The rumble strips are 

temporary until the M40 construction is over.  Heath Hiscock asked if the ordinances that were discussed 

tonight will be published and Attorney Thall stated he could request a copy.  Heath also asked about the Right 

to Farm and the agricultural areas and would they still be under these ordinances regarding personal cars and 

campers, etc. and Attorney Thall agreed that they would still fall under the ordinances.  

12. Member Comment:  Meert stated there is an election on November 4th for Van Buren County Library 

millage.  Visser has put information on PGT’s website from Consumers Energy for people who are struggling 

to pay their summer electric bills. 

 

13. Adjournment: Motion by Meert, supported by Sell to adjourn at 8:20 p.m. All yes, motion carried. 

    

  

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Michelle Meert, Pine Grove Township Clerk 


