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  PINE GROVE TOWNSHIP MONTHLY BOARD MEETING MINUTES  

 

August 6, 2025 7:00 p.m. 

 

1. Meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M. by Visser  

2. Pledge of Allegiance. 

3. Roll Call:   Present:  Huston, Meert, Visser, Sell, Hephner    Also Present:   Josh Thall, Attorney 

4. Approve Agenda:   Motion by Sell, supported by Huston to approve the agenda.  All yes, motion carried.  

5. Consent Agenda:  Motion by Huston, supported by Hephner to approve the Consent Agenda.  All yes, motion 

carried. 

6. Monthly Bills:  Motion by Hephner, supported by Huston to approve the monthly bills as presented in the 

amount of $64,047.01 All yes, motion carried. 

7. Correspondence and Reports:  
A. County Commissioner:  Submitted.     

B. Road Commission:  None   Visser reported seal coat is moving through the northern portion of 

the county and locations are posted daily on the Road Commission social media channel.  Fog 
seal continues on the south end.  Contract gravel is complete.  Patching crews are working 

throughout the county.   

C. Fire Chief:    158 calls to date.  

D. Fire Board:    New fire truck has been put in to service.  Upgrades have been completed on the 
Jeep and has been put in to service also. 

E. Ambulance:   Submitted   10 responses 

F. Treasurer: As of 06-30-25:  Total: $1,247,926.22       
G. Planning Commission:   Meeting on August 18th and there will be two public hearings. 

H. KABA:  Submitted.  $16,931.00 in permits. 

8. Committee Reports:  Building Committee:  None          
9. Old Business: 

1. Board Action on Complaint Driven Properties:  Currently 46 Complaints  

2. Building – Fee Proposal for Wightman for Redesign: $24,200.00 for Wightman to re-design the 

addition.  Sell asked if she was correct in that Wightman was not confident that he could build an addition 
for the $800,000.00 budget and Visser stated that was correct.  After a discussion by all board members, a 

Motion by Meert, supported by Sell to post pone the building project at this time.  4 yes, 1 nay, motion 

passed. 

3. Property:  Visser reported the realtor asked if there was still any interest in the property.  Motion by 

Hephner, supported by Huston to table the property purchase.  4 yes, 1 nay, motion carried.  

4. Grant Opportunities follow-up:  Visser met with Market One, Katie Vanderhulst, regarding grants and 

she would like to come to the next meeting to talked about grant opportunities. 
5. Social Media Posting follow-up:  After a lengthy discussion and attorney recommendations, the board 

decided to not take any action regarding a public social media website at this time. All information 

regarding Pine Grove Township will be posted on the Official Township website. 
10. New Business:   

1. Recycle Center Applicant: Meert reported the township received an application for a recycle center 

attendant.  Meert, Huston, and Bob Majure interviewed applicant Jeff Marculis.  Hephner asked if 
everyone that met with him recommends him and Huston replied absolutely.  Motion by Huston, 

supported by Hephner to hire Jeff Marculis for Recycle Center.  All yes, motion carried. 

2. Christmas Lighting:  Sell reported that Naylor Landscape Management offers an Early Order Discount 

if the township commits to Holiday lights before August 15th, 2025 for $875.26.  Motion by Visser, 

supported by Sell to accept the proposal with the discount for Holiday lights for the township hall from 

Naylor.  4 yes, 1 nay, motion carried.   

3. Ordinance Adoption C-2 Zoning District Addition of Special Land Use for Commercial Storage 

Buildings: Meert reported this is only an addition to the Zoning Ordinance for Special Land Use for 

Commercial Storage buildings.  This is an addition to the ordinance, all other language of the ordinance 

remains the same.  Motion by Huston, supported by Sell to adopt the C-2 Zoning District Special Land 
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Use for Commercial Storage Building.  Roll Call:  Huston – yes, Meert – yes, Visser – yes, Sell – yes, 

Hephner – yes.  All yes, motion passed. 

4. Proposed Revisions to PGT Litter and Vehicle Repair & Storage Ordinances:  OEO Mihelich 
reported on the Pine Grove Township Litter complaints, Vehicle Repairs and Storage complaints.  He also 

recommended to the board, revising the township’s ordinances with the proposed language changes he 

has given to the Board for consideration, which will make the ordinances more enforceable.  Mihelich 
stated that legal will still have to review and approve the language.  Attorney Josh Thall stated his office 

will review and have feedback for the board at the next meeting. 

11. Public Comment (Limit 2 minutes per person): Eric stated the holiday lights is something that everyone 

can enjoy and likes to see the money spent on it.  Eric stated the bid that the township offered on the 1 acre 
parcel was way low. Eric stated many builders have in-house architects and maybe the township should look 

at other builders with in-house architects that have lower fees.  Doug complained about the North Lake Beach 

and the new neighbor piling leaves, etc. against the lot line.  Visser stated she is working with the DNR and a 
grant opportunity for improving the conditions of the beach and fall leaves.  Pam Westcott stated the church 

will be giving out back to school backpacks on Saturday, August 16th, 10:30 a.m. to noon.  A Resident 

complained of OEO letters and Pine Grove Township telling residents what they have to do with their 
properties. 

12. Member Comment:  Huston reported the Recycle Center bathroom is done and looks good.  Port a Potty 

should be picked up soon. Meert stated Pine Grove Township will be holding an election on the first Tuesday 

in November, the 4th, for the Van Buren County District Library for some type of millage, the language is 
unknown at this time.   

13. Adjournment:   Motion by Huston, supported by Visser to adjourn.  All yes, motion carried. 

    

Adjourned 8:08 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Michelle Meert, Pine Grove Township Clerk 


