
Page 1 of 2

PINE GROVE TOWNSHIP MONTHLY BOARD MEETING MINUTES

May 7, 2025 7:00 p.m.

1. Meeting was called to order by Meert at 7:00 p.m.
2. Pledge of Allegiance.
3. Roll Call: Present: Huston, Meert, Visser, Sell, Hephner Also Present: None
4. Approve Agenda: Motion by Sell, supported by Meert to approve the agenda as presented. All yes, motion

carried.
5. Consent Agenda: Motion by Hephner, supported by Visser to approve the Consent Agenda.  All yes, motion

carried.
6. Monthly Bills: Motion by Hephner, supported by Huston to approve the monthly bills as presented. All

yes, motion carried.
7. Correspondence and Reports:

A. County Commissioner: Submitted. New County Directories are available through the County
Clerk’s Office (free of charge).  Lisa Ransler, County Community Resource Director, works on
many of the county projects.  Comm. DiStefano commended the township for the blight efforts
in Pine Grove Township, a difference is being made.

B. Road Commission: Visser reported patching is taking precedence county wide to take care of
pot holes.  Drain crews are working county wide.  12th Ave work is waiting on asphalt to
complete the project.

C. Fire Chief: Submitted. 78 calls to date
D. Fire Board: Working on a grant for a new tanker.  Next meeting is May 15th
E. Ambulance: None
F. Treasurer: As of 3-31-2025: Total: $1,718,349.25.
G. Planning Commission: May meeting cancelled, next meeting June 16th w/Public Hearing
H. KABA: Submitted. April had 13 Building Permits, $5,023.00   YTD 36 Building Permits

8. Committee Reports:  Building Committee: Met in May and will discuss further down on agenda.
9. Old Business:

1. Board Action on Complaint Driven Properties: Large number of complaints initiated and several
tickets issued and awaiting court appearances.

2. Solar Field Moratorium Updates: Table until next meeting
3. Recycle Center Position Application Candidate: Roland Albrecht was interviewed by Visser and Sell

and was introduced to Bob Majure. Motion by Meert, supported by Visser to hire Roland Albrecht.  All
yes, motion carried.

4. VBCRC Special Maintenance Project Costs for Gravel, Dust Control & Brush:
Dust Control: After a lengthy discussion, Motion by Visser to award Southwest with two applications of
the oil well brine for 2025 as opposed to trying one application with the calcium chloride with Great
Lakes. No support, motion withdrawn. Motion by Huston, supported by Hephner to hire Southwest
Michigan Dust Control to do one (1) application and if a second one is necessary, they will be
contacted to schedule.  Roll Call:  Huston – yes, Meert – yes, Visser – yes, Sell – no, Hephner – yes. 4
yes, 1 no, motion carried. This is to be completed around the middle of June.
Brush Spray: After a lengthy discussion, Motion by Sell, supported by Huston to NOT participate in the
Brush spray.  All yes, motion carried.
Gravel: Meert stated 2000 ton is what is typically used per year.  No gravel roads have been added.
VBCRC project calls for 3000 tons. Motion by Hephner, supported by Visser to approve the Gravel
Project #497.2175 for 2000 tons. All yes, motion carried.

10. New Business:
1. Re-Appointment of 3 Planning Commission Members: Meert reported Jim Kehoe, Ed Hill and Mark

Visser have requested to continue on the Planning Commission for another 3-year term. Motion by
Hephner, supported by Sell to approve Jim Kehoe, Ed Hill and Mark Visser for another 3-year term on
the Planning Commission.  All yes, motion approved.



Page 2 of 2

2. Recycle Bathroom Project – New Cost Estimate: A new bid proposal was submitted for $3,550 from
Horizon Home Renovations. Motion by Visser, supported by Meert to approve the bid for $3,550 from
Horizon Home Renovations on the Recycle Center Bathroom project.  All yes, motion carried.

3. Pine Grove Tire Drop Off Logistics: Last month the Board approved to participate in the Tire Drop Off
and a flyer was made available to post and pass out.  Pine Grove is one of ten locations that are
participating this year and it runs May through October.  Ron Huston stated that is has already started.
The flyer can go on the website and copies will be made to post and pass out.  Kalli Marshall will be the
contact person for this project.  Tires will be picked up by their vendor once a month or as needed.  A key
will be made available to the vendor to the gate and will make pick ups on days the Recycle Center is not
open to the public.

4. Township Lakes’ Boat Launch Grading -Brandywine, Clear, North: Visser has been receiving calls
about North Lake launch regarding some washouts at the launch.  Visser contacted Jeff Gasper and he had
three recommendations to have someone give estimates on the repairs. Motion by Visser, supported by
Hephner to call a vendor and get evaluation/estimates on North, Brandywine and possibly Clear to
bring back to the board.  All yes, motion carried.

5. Building Project Approvals: Visser report the Building Committee met with Chris from Wightman on
Monday.  The building committee likes the schematic (a preliminary drawing schematic plan).  Design
Development is the next phase where the engineers start looking at electrical, plumbing, and mechanical
design for what is needed. Visser would like to have the Design Development approved this evening so
that the construction project can stay on a desired timeline. Once it is approved, it goes into final
drawings which are the construction drawings.  In order to move into Design Development, a survey, both
boundary and topographical has to be completed.  Also, a Geo-Tech (soil boring) needs to be completed.
After much discussion it was decided to have the survey done to determine exactly where the property
lines are located. Sell stated the current building is 2000 sq. feet and adding 2,800 sq. feet, more than
doubling the space, that Visser had made a valid point that not many people work in the building, not
many people come here.  Sell stated she thinks that this plan is very extravagant, gorgeous, but
extravagant and in her opinion, a more modest building would suffice. Meert stated she would like to go
forward but she does not like the current building plan.  Meert stated that there is no clear way to have a
separate in and out and does not like the elevator.  Sell stated she does not care for the plan either and is
very concerned about not having room for expansion. Motion by Meert, supported by Huston to have a
survey and soil testing completed.  All yes, motion carried. Visser suggested further discussion for the
board to be at a special meeting with the Architect. Meert stated there were some trees that needed to
come down in the Kendall Park, but was not exactly sure where the boundary lines are.  She suggested
having a Survey done while they were here to do the Township Hall. Motion by Meert, supported by
Visser to get a cost estimate for a survey of the Kendall Park.  All yes, motion carried.

11. Public Comments: Eric Matthies stated $1.2 - $1.3 million for an addition is ludicrous. Eric asked if the
township has a drone policy as roofing, window companies are flying drones around looking at people’s
property.  Hephner stated a state policy should be looked at.  Eric stated milled asphalt does not have dust that
could be put down on gravel roads.  Eric stated he has looked around the area and there are a lot of motor
homes without license plates and people are living in them.  Visser stated Eric should contact the OEO Chris
by phone or on-line and let him know the addresses. Chris could then let him know if it is new violation or
already on the list.

12. Member Comments: Visser stated she would contact Best Way and get the port-a-john back at North Lake
public access. Sell thanked Visser and Hephner for listening as they are passionate about the project and she
appreciates that passion, its such a large project and she just wants to make sure it is done right.  Visser stated
that we’ll start with the survey and hold a special meeting to address the stuff and go from there.

13. Adjournment: Motion by Hephner, supported by Sell to adjourn.  All yes motion carried.

Adjourned at 8:45pm

Respectfully submitted,

Michelle Meert, Pine Grove Township Clerk


