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PINE GROVE TOWNSHIP MONTHLY BOARD MEETING MINUTES
January 8, 2025 7:00 p.m.

Meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M. by Visser

Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll Call: Present: Huston, Meert, Visser, Sell, Hephner  Also Present: Catherine Kaufman by Zoom
Approve Agenda: Motion by Meert, supported by Visser to amend the Agenda by adding: Moving Forward
With the Building Project and Start Design under Old Business. All yes, motion carried. Motion by Visser,
supported by Sell to approve the Agenda with the Old Business addition. All yes, motion carried.

Consent Agenda: Motion by Hephner, supported by Visser to approve the Consent Agenda. All yes, motion
carried.

Monthly Bills: Motion by Sell, supported by Huston to approve the monthly bills as presented in the
amount of $27,616.13 All yes, motion carried.

Correspondence and Reports:

A. County Commissioner: Submitted. David DiStefano, new District 4 Commissioner,
introduced himself and presented the end of year Boad of Commissioners Annual Activity
Report.

B. Road Commission: Visser stated she talked with the Road Commission regarding the two
requested guard rails, southeast corner of CR 388/12"" and corner of CR 388/25". RC stated they
had someone on that project but there has been no progress yet. An estimate for the 12" St
Project was received of $117,479.40, but the estimate doesn’t state if that includes the funds of
$15,000 the RC is contributing or not so clarification is needed. MDOT, Jonathon Smith,
advised that MDOT will be working on a project on M40, which will involve the drain near 24"
Ave., which includes Bloomingdale, Pine Grove, Almena and Waverly townships. March 2025
for tree clearing and May through August 2025 for the rest of the work.

C. Fire Chief: 256 calls for 2024. Smoke Detectors are still available through the Fire
Department. 2" Avenue is horrific with ice this year. Fire Dept. is repainting the inside of the
building and installing some new flooring. They have received a DNR grant with a match and
will put in for 1 new radio and refurbishing the pump on the back of the Jeep.

D. Fire Board: Kehoe stated work has begun on the budget which will go into effect on April 1%,

2025. Meert thanked Jim Kehoe for all his work with the Fire Board, he is resigning as of
January 16, 2025. The Board extended their thanks.

Ambulance: Submitted

Treasurer: As of 12-30-2024: Total: $1,390,417.28

Planning Commission: Next meeting is Monday, January 13, 2025 at 6 p.m. PC is continuing
work on a workable ordinance for alternative energy.

H. KABA: Submitted. Total of 2745 permit for 2024, permit revenue total of $646,595.65
Committee Reports: Building Committee: Visser reported the building committee met for the first
meeting of 2025 on Tuesday, January 7, 2025 with new member Chris Chandler in Attendance. The Building
committee has begun Program Design, which is figuring out what is going to go next to what, and approx.
size. The committee needs approval to go forward with Design Development, which consists of adding the
mechanical, electrical and plumbing into the design. When that is completed, it will then go into sealed
Construction Drawings that a builder can estimate from for building materials and labor costs for bids.

Public Comment: Eric Mathis stated the money the township wants to spend on CR 388/12", could be
better spent elsewhere. Mathis stated perhaps the money could be spent towards possibly opening a
Gobles/Pine Grove Police Dept. Mathis complained about the VanBuren Co. Road Commission and their
upkeep of the icy, snow-covered roads. Mathis also complained of the dried liquid manure on CR 388
creating a dust when driving on the roads and has seen the trucks with dripping manure down their sides
everywhere and claims this is a health hazard. Nobles stated there is a lot of dirt and gravel that is tracked
onto the roads from the fields and if there is actual manure being dripped onto the road, they would want to be
notified. Noble stated the intersection of CR 388/12"" is a problem and should be corrected. Noble stated the
big trucks don’t go that way anymore because they cannot make the turn. At least 6 trucks have gotten stuck
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in that intersection. The trucks now take other residential roads to get back to CR 388 and are concerned

about damaging all these other township roads with their trucks, but right now there is no other choice.

Attorney Kaufman stated Sell had contacted her regarding the issues on CR 388/12%" St. since the road

construction project last year. Kaufman stated per the law, the township has no obligation to repair the road,

it is under the County Road Commission jurisdiction. Attorney Kaufman suggested one more meeting with
all the parties at the site and find a way to work with the Road Commission to get this intersection fixed.

Visser agreed it should be done in a way that works for all interested parties. Commission DiStefano

suggested the County commissioner who is the liaison with the County Road Commission, Kurt Doroh,

would be a good resource. Hephner stated many people have had dealings with this concern and for
cohesiveness, Supervisor Visser should take over this project.

Old Business:

1. Board Action on Complaint Driven Properties: Meert reported that there were two complaints that
were escalated by vote of the board and the OEQ has been in contact with the owners.

2. Road Estimate for 12" Ave — Update: This agenda topic has been discussed at length in Public
Comment.

3. Resolution for Solar Fields: Attorney Kaufman explained the Resolution in detail. Motion by Sell,
supported by Huston to adopt the Resolution in support of the litigation. Roll Call: Huston - yes,
Meert — yes, Visser — yes, Sell -yes, Hephner —yes. All yes, motion carried.

4. Move Forward With Building Project and Start Design: After a lengthy discussion, this was tabled
until the February meeting. Motion by Visser, supported by Huston to table the building project
approval until the February 2025 meeting. All yes, motion carried.

New Business:

1.  Appoint Planning Commission Representative from PGT Board: Motion by Visser, supported by
Sell to appoint Michelle Meert to the Planning Commission as the Board Representative. All yes,
motion carried.

2.  Appoint Representative for the Fire Board: Diane Pickens submitted a resume and is interested in
working with the Fire Board. Diane stated she lived previously in Alamo Township and moved recently
to Pine Grove Township. Motion by Hephner, supported by Meert to appoint Diane Pickin to the Fire
Board. All yes, motion carried.

3. Salary Resolutions and Other Raises (Deputy Clerks and Fire Board): Meert reported that the cost
of living is 3.24%.

Motion by Hephner, supported by Sell to give the Deputy Treasurer and Deputy Clerk each a $1.00 per
hour raise. All yes, motion carried.

Motion by Meert, supported by Hephner to raise the Fire Board meeting per diem from $60.00 per
meeting to $75.00 per meeting. All yes, motion carried.

Motion by Huston, supported by Hephner to raise the Supervisor’s salary by 3.24%. All yes, motion
carried.

Motion by Hephner, supported by Meert to raise the Trustee’s salaries by 3. 24%. All yes, motion
carried.

Motion by Hephner, supported by Huston to raise the Clerk’s salary by 3.24% All yes, motion carried.
Motion by Hephner, supported by Huston to raise the Treasurer’s Salary by 3.24%. All yes, motion
carried.

Member Comments: None

13. Adjournment: 8:19 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Michelle Meert, Pine Grove Township Clerk
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