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PINE GROVE TOWNSHIP MONTHLY BOARD MEETING MINUTES
December 4, 2024 7:00 p.m.

Meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M. by Visser
Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll Call: Present: Huston, Meert, Visser, Sell, Hephner Also Present: Kaufman by Zoom
Approve Agenda: Motion by Visser, supported by Houston to approve the Agenda. All yes, motion carried.
Consent Agenda: Motion by Hephner, supported by Visser to approve the Consent Agenda. All yes, motion
carried.
Monthly Bills: Motion by Sell, supported by Hephner to approve the monthly bills as presented in the
amount of $138,648.12 All yes, motion carried.
Correspondence and Reports:
A. County Commissioner: Submitted. This is Commissioner Godfrey’s last meeting, 178 Pine
Grove Township meetings. Godfrey was thanked for his participation. Trees for Troops went
very well this year with lots of military personnel from the National Guard helping.
B. Road Commission: Submitted
C. Fire Chief: Cronk stated that the Fire Dept. still has smoke detectors for anyone requesting
them for free and can be dropped off to your doorstep. Bloomingdale Communications
sponsored a grant for the Fire Dept. Rural Services, $5,000.00 for radio equipment. They also
received a $10,000.00 grant from DeLano Foundation for purchasing 7 AED’s. They are
beginning the grant writing for a new tanker truck which will cost approximately $700,000.00.
The current tanker needs to be replaced.
Fire Board: Kehoe stated the Fire Board does have some money set aside for capital purchases.
Ambulance: Submitted
Treasurer: As of 10-31-2024: Total: $1,484,119.87 Tax bills have been sent out. There were
a couple of new millages that were passed that will increase property taxes, as well as property
values going up and the state assessments. Board of Review will be December 11" at 1 p.m.
G. Planning Commission: There will be no December PC meeting. Next meeting will be January
13, 2025 at 6 p.m.
H. KABA: Nothing to Report
Committee Reports: Building Committee: Hephner stated Chris Chandler contacted the Building
Committee wishing to join the Building Committee and we are happy to welcome him on the committee.
Next meeting will be January 14, 2025
Public Comment: Kathy Garrett stated she meets with the Liquor Control Board on Dec. 11" and was told
the Township Board had to vote on the approval for gas pumps to be installed at the store. Attorney Kaufman
stated they would have to get site plan approval from KABA and/or Planning Commission for gas pumps and
any buildings. The Liquor Control Commission may require, before they transfer a license or allow a license
to continue, that all ordinance requirements are satisfied. Resident stated the lights on the township hall look
nice.
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10. Old Business:

1. Board Action on Complaint Driven Properties: Meert stated there are 4 properties on the OEO’s list as
Dangerous Buildings. One on 2" Avenue that burned down but has already been cleaned up. Another
house on 2" Avenue and that also caught on fire, so that one is gone too except for the chimney and
basement. Attorney Kaufman stated the Township is enrolled in the Fire Insurance Withholding program
which means the township will hold a percentage of the insurance proceeds to make sure the site is totally
cleaned up and that is why the insurance company is calling the Township. Meert stated there is an
abandoned farmhouse on 653, windows are broken out but believes the electric is still hooked up. To
bring up to compliance, the windows would have to be boarded up and the electric disconnected. Motion
by Hephner, supported by Huston to escalate enforcement on the property at 1540 CR 653. All yes,
motion carried. Meert stated the 4" property is on 6" Avenue, the roof is caved in and still has electric
connect and broken windows. Letters have been sent to owner with no response. Motion by Hephner,
supported by Visser to escalate enforcement on this property. All yes, motion carried.
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Recycle Center Restroom Estimate: Visser reported one estimate has come in on the work for the
restroom at the Recycle Center. Hephner stated in order to put in the new restroom at the Recycle Center,
the water has to be shut off between the Recycle Center and the Fire Dept. but the shut off valve has to be
replaced with an estimate of $1,010.00 from Kraai Well Drilling. Motion by Sell, supported by Huston
to accept Kraai bid to replace the shut off valve. All yes, motion carried.

Solar Energy Update: Attorney Kaufman stated the law went into effect on November 29™ and
litigation has been filed by Foster Swift stating the Michigan Public Service Commission did not follow
the required administrative rule process, they took shortcuts and adopted guidelines, so the challenge is to
the guidelines that the Public Service Commission has adopted. They are asking for a preliminary
injunction to stop the effect of the law. Attorney Kaufman stated she had a copy from Lawrence
Township of the Resolution of Support and will forward a copy to Pine Grove Township.

Road Estimate for 12™ Ave: Hephner stated the RC has put it out for bids.

Additional Guard Rails on Two turns on Newly Repaired D Avenue: RC Brett W. explained when
the corner of 25" and CR 388 was looked at, there had only been 2 accidents reported at that location over
a 4-year period. It has never met the criteria to put a guard rail there. The curve between the ponds on
CR 388 across the road from 12™ Street, Brett W. stated he would check on that one. Brett stated the RC
put up extra curve signage to help slow people down. Brett stated if the property owner on 25"/388 would
call and report when people are in his yard, that would be helpful. Kathy Garrett once again complained
the RC never came back to fix the drain in front of her house and the water back up. Brett stated the drain
runs underneath the store and if they attempt to do anything with that drain, the building would have to be
removed first. That drain could collapse, which it might, because no one knows how old it is and what
condition it is in. Because of this the Road commission fixed the existing drain the best they could. All
the asphalt that was put in in front of the business is the county’s right-of-way and was paved for the
benefit of the business also. The RC does not have the staff to clean storm drains.

Snow Plowing Bids: Visser stated the township received 3 bids for snowplowing. After a discussion by
the board, Motion by Hephner, supported by Sell to approve the bid for New Life Property Care, LLC
for $7,500.00 for the winter season. All yes, motion carried.

New Business:

1.

Approval to Appoint Ron Huston as Liaison to Fire Board: Hephner stated that it would be beneficial
for this appointment to take effect after the next meeting on December 19, 2024. Motion by Meert,
supported by Visser to appoint Ron Huston as Liaison to the Fire Board effective December 19, 2024
following the meeting. All yes, motion carried.

Approval to Appoint Chris Chandler to Building Committee: Does not need appointment approval as
it is a volunteer position.

Approval for Pam Visser as Liaison to Road Commission and KABA: Motion by Meert, supported
by Houston to appoint Pam Visser as Liaison to the Road Commission and KABA. All yes, motion
carried.

Christmas Family/Kendall Church: Visser stated she had received a note from the Kendal Church;
Pam Westcott regarding supporting a family for Christmas. Visser stated she did confer with Attorney
Kaufman and was advised as a township board, we cannot as a board, collectively gift a private entity. If
anyone would like to do this as an individual, it can be discussed after the meeting.

Metro Act Permit for MTC: Meert stated this is the company putting in the new fiber lines. Meert
stated Attorney Thall reviewed it and stated as long as the township had the appropriate maps, the
contract would be good to sign. Motion by Meert, supported by Hephner to approve the Metro Act
Right of Way Telecommunications Permit for Midwest Energy & Telecommunication. All yes, motion
carried.

Alternate date for January Board Meeting: Visser asked the board for an alternate date for the January
2025 meeting as it falls on New Year’s Day. Motion by Huston, supported by Visser to move the
January meeting date to January 8, 2025. All yes, motion carried.

Member Comments: None

Adjournment: 8:32 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Michelle Meert, Pine Grove Township Clerk

Page 2 of 2



