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  PINE GROVE TOWNSHIP MONTHLY BOARD MEETING MINUTES  

 

November 6, 2024 7:00 p.m. 

 

1. Meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M. by Smith.   

2. Pledge of Allegiance. 

3. Roll Call:   Present:  Richardson, Meert, Smith, Sell, Hephner    Also Present:  None  

4. Approve Agenda:  Motion by Smith, supported by Hephner to approve the Agenda.  All yes, motion carried.  

5. Consent Agenda:  Motion by Smith, supported by Hephner to approve the Consent Agenda.  All yes, motion 

carried. 

6. Monthly Bills:  Motion by Sell, supported by Hephner to approve the monthly bills as presented in the 

amount of $24,249.40. All yes, motion carried. 

7. Correspondence and Reports:  

A. County Commissioner:  Submitted.  Trees for Troops will be December 2nd and they are 

looking for volunteers.   

B. Road Commission:  Submitted   Fog Seal and Seal Coat was completed in early October. The 

Road commission will be having a meeting for discussions on what steps can be taken in the 

future to become more efficient.  Performing a 3rd mowing.  Getting salt trucks ready for the 

winter.  The bridge on 40th Street, south of Glendale where it crosses the Kalamazoo River, 

received a grant for $2 million towards the $4 million project and will be done in 2027.  CR 388 

has been completed and are working on the punch list.  Meert stated the inside curve across from 

12th Ave. needs a guard rail, there has already been two vehicles down in there.  Richardson 

stated the guard rail that is over the Mentha Drain is all washing out.  Doug Burleson said he 

would look at these items. 

C. Fire Chief:  None 

D. Fire Board:  Hephner stated she is the Boards representative on the Fire Board and will be 

stepping down from that position in December.   

E. Ambulance:   Submitted The Board requested that someone replace the pads in the AED at the 

township hall.  Life said they would come in at a different time and check the AED and replace 

pads if needed. 

F. Treasurer: As of 9-30-2024:  Total: $1,525,610.09   Sell reported the new phone system is 

coming along. 

G. Planning Commission:  There will be no November meeting. 

H. KABA:  Hephner requested approval of the budget.  Motion by Hephner, supported by Smith to 

approve the 2025 KABA budget as presented.  All yes, motion carried.  

I. Senior Citizens: None 

8. Committee Reports:  Building Committee:  Hephner stated there has been communication with Wightman 

regarding questions about their proposals.  Wightman responded to the general questions and are expecting 

the total construction cost to be around $776,250.00. With the design fee’s, the total project would be 

$873,000.00 approximately.  For completion of the project, the time line would be approximately 13 to 16 

months.  Renovation will be put on the agenda for the December meeting. 

9. Public Comment:   Pam stated last month the church honored the EMT’s and the Fire Department.  They had 

a nice pot luck and it was a small way to show appreciation.  Pam stated the traffic going through Kendall is 

terrible.  Sell stated she has seen some patrol.  Eric stated a police officer should be here all the time, possibly 

a joint police department with Gobles.  

10. Old Business: 

1. Board Action on Complaint Driven Properties:  Meert stated the OEO has a list of properties that are 

on the Dangerous Building list and is requesting if the board would like any of them escalated.  Sell stated 

she received the list yesterday and it has a name and address only and will not escalate based on that little 

of information. She would like an actual report detail of contacts and with pictures.  Meert will request 

more information for the next meeting. 

2. Recycle Center Restroom Estimate:  Meert reported she has received a bid with estimated costs for 

removing and replacing toilet, sink, clean, repaint the walls and reseal the concrete floor for $3,500.00.  
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Motion by Hephner, supported by Richardson to approve the bid for the Recycle Center Restroom 

remodel.  Roll Call:  Richardson – yes, Meert – yes, Smith – yes, Sell – yes, Hephner – yes.  All yes, 

motion carried. 

11. New Business:   

1. Road Estimate for 12th Avenue:  Hephner presented an Engineer’s Opinion of Costs to rebuild the 

intersection at 12th & CR 388 with a total of $96,118.60.  Hephner stated she had reached out to the Van 

Buren Co. Road Commission and was quoted they would put in $15,000.00 towards this project.  Motion 

by Smith, supported by Sell to have the Road Commission put the 12th Avenue/CR 388 project out for 

bids.  Roll Call:  Richardson – no, Meert – yes, Smith – yes, Sell – yes, Hephner – yes.  1 No, 4 Yes, 

motion carried. 

12. Member Comments:   Richardson stated the street light at 2350th and CR 388 needs to be looked at, it stays 

on 24/7 and also the light on the flag as well. 

13. Adjournment:  Motion by Smith, supported by Hephner to adjourn.  All yes, motion carried. 

Adjourned at 8:02 p.m.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Michelle Meert 

Pine Grove Township Clerk 


