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  PINE GROVE TOWNSHIP MONTHLY BOARD MEETING MINUTES  

 

October 02, 2024 7:00 p.m. 

 

1. Meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M. by Meert.   

2. Pledge of Allegiance. 

3. Roll Call:   Present:  Richardson, Meert, Sell, Hephner  Absent:  Smith    Also Present:  Attorney Thall 

Motion by Meert, supported by Richardson to have Hephner run the meeting due to Smiths absence.                

All yes, motion carried.   

4. Approve Agenda:  Motion by Sell, supported by Hephner to approve the Agenda and Consent Agenda.  All 

yes, motion carried.  

5. Consent Agenda:  Passed with motion above 

6. Monthly Bills:  Motion by Sell, supported by Hephner to approve the monthly bills as presented in the 

amount of $75,945.93. All yes, motion carried. 

7. Correspondence and Reports:  

A. Sheriff: None 

B. County Commissioner:  Submitted 

C. Road Commission: None 

D. Fire Chief:  The new fire truck was presented.  Chief Cronk will be writing a grant towards the 

new tanker that will be needed.  Chief reported that it looks like they did not receive the grant for 

new radios, but will rewrite as soon as the new grant opens up for the next year.  Chief reported 

they wrote a DNR grant to replace the pump on the back of the Jeep, and another grant for some 

AED’s.  Fire Safety week is next week and there will be an Open House between 6 p.m. and 8 

p.m. on Oct. 9th at the Fire Dept.  Chief reported they have 5 new applicants, one that is already 

certified and another one going to the academy in January and 3 cadets from High School.  

Reminder to check the batteries in your smoke detectors and if you need a smoke detector, send a 

message to the Chief through the website and the Fire Dept. will provide you with one.  

E. Fire Board:  Kehoe had nothing new to report. 

F. Ambulance:  Submitted   Meert stated a report was submitted and they are raising their base 

rates effective 12-1-2024.  Non- Emergency Call will be $549 and Emergency Calls will be 

$799. 

G. Treasurer: As of 8-31-2024:  Total: $1,611,280.30 

H. Planning Commission:  Meeting 10-21-2024 at 6 p.m.  Public Hearing for a SLU Application.  

Richardson stated the PC is still working on a Wind and Solar Energy ordinance.  Sell stated she 

is still totally against any coming into Pine Grove Township and groups are still collecting 

signatures to get something on the 2026 ballot that will help townships regulate what comes into 

their townships.  

I. KABA:  Hephner reported she attended the meeting in September and will be presenting the 

KABA budget for 2025 in November for the board to look at and approve.  There are some 

changes in the budget. 

J. Senior Citizens: None 

8. Committee Reports:  Building Committee:  The most recent Wightman pre-design proposal was reviewed 

and the committee came up with a list of questions that will be sent back to them for clarification on some of 

the items in the proposal.  Sell stated she met with Spectrum and did a site inspection and the next step will be 

installation of the equipment for the VOIP. 

9. Pubic Comment:  Jacob, Van Buren Conservation District gave an update on projects.  A recycling event on 

October 19th, 9a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Tech Center, 250 South Street, Paw Paw, they will take tires, Styrofoam, 

household hazardous waste, batteries, oil base paint, confidential shredding, electronics, all for free.  There is 

a forestry workshop coming up. There are federal programs to help land owners keep their forest strong and 

healthy. It will be held at the Hamilton Township Hall on November 23, 2024, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.  The 

Newspaper and cardboard recycling bin at the Gobles Village Market, has now ended.  VBCD is working on 

a grant with the state to bring $650,000 to the Van Buren County transfer stations for improvements and are 

trying to get recycling availability to everyone in Van Buren County.  Paul DeYoung introduced himself and 
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is the Register of Deeds in Van Buren for the last 11 ½ years.  He is running for re-election in November.  

Paul stated the Register of Deeds keeps the official record of conveyances and encumbrances on real estate.  

Paul stated what that means if a disaster were to strike and all of your personal records were destroyed, you 

would have a place to go that would show you still own your property.  Paul stated he and his wife Anita have 

lived in Waverly Township for over 30 years, 5 adult children and 5 grandchildren.  Paul stated he is also the 

chairman of the County Building Authority, Chairman of the County Plat Board, Chair of the County 

Remonumentation Board, Chair of the County Land Bank and Board Member for the Paw Paw Residential 

Opportunities Economics Commission.  Kathy Garrett stated since Pine Grove Twp. does not have a sheriff 

out here in the area anymore, is there anyway the board could invite Mr. Abbott to come and sit on the side of 

this road and just observe traffic for an hour. Kathy stated he would be shocked at the traffic.  Kathy stated 

there are several new kids in town.  They are not paying attention to traffic and are riding bikes, scooters, and 

skateboards with music blaring.  Kathy stated even when there was a sheriff here, it was only on Wednesdays 

in the afternoon, there has never been any night patrol.  

10. Old Business: 

1. 31395 CR 388 – Clean Up (Update):  Meert stated this is the property where the mobile home was in the 

road/driveway and that property has been cleaned up and sold.  The OEO has taken pictures and 

everything is clean.  The Township will not have to pay to clean it up and that case has been closed. 

2. 29056 CR 388:  Meert stated this is the property that the owners were going to see if the Fire Dept. would 

burn.  Fire Chief stated he has not heard back since advising them of what steps would need to be taken.  

Fire Chief stated there is a lot of asbestos that the owner would need to take care before the Fire Dept. 

would consider burning it.   

3. Whitman Pre-Design Proposal:  Report given at Committee Reports. 

4. Recycle Center Restroom:  Meert reported she advertised the bid for three weeks.  Ron Huston stated 

that he might have someone interested in giving us a bid so maybe by the next meeting in November there 

will be more information.  Sell stated she went down to look at it and it is horrible. 

11. New Business: 

1. Road Estimate for 12th Ave:  Hephner stated the road was redone on CR 388 at 12th Ave and no matter if 

you’re turning onto 12th Ave. or CR 388 at that intersection, it is very dangerous.  Hephner had the Road 

Commission engineer come out to see what it would take to make that intersection safer and more 

navigable.  Hephner stated an estimate came back at $96,118.60.  The Board expected there would be a 

representative from the Road Commission at this meeting, however, there was not.  Hephner stated she 

will be reaching out to the Road Commission, with the board’s approval, and have a discussion with them 

regarding whose responsibility this is.  Richardson stated there are washouts already on CR 388 where 

new construction took place.  Sell stated she has reported to the Road Commission that when it rains there 

is standing water near the road at the intersection of 25th and CR 388.  Sell stated she has been there over 

20 years and has never had standing water there.  Hephner stated there are more guard rails installed and 

that is an improvement.   

2. Cemetery Contract:  Jeff Gasper is the Sexton.  His last contract was a 5-year contract. December 1, will 

start the 5th year.  He is wanting to renew the contract for 3 years beginning December 1, 2024 to 

November 30,2027 with a 5% raise each year.it and is asking for a 2% raise, per year for a 3-year 

contract.  Jeff also does not want to the snow plowing and shoveling anymore, which would include the 

township hall parking lot, the recycle center lot and the ambulance parking lot. Motion by Sell, supported 

by Richardson to approve the contract for Sexton, eliminating the snow plowing and shoveling, with a 

5% wage increase each year.  Roll Call:  Richardson – yes, Meert – yes, Sell – yes, Hephner – yes.  All 

yes, motion carried.  Hephner stated that a bid should go out soon for snowplowing and shoveling.  Meert 

will get it in the paper. 

12. Member Comments:   None  

13. Adjournment:  Motion by Hephner, supported by Richardson to adjourn.  All yes, motion carried. 

Adjourned at 7:45 p.m.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Michelle Meert, Pine Grove Township Clerk 


