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PINE GROVE TOWNSHIP MONTHLY BOARD MEETING MINUTES
September 4, 2024 7:00 p.m.

Meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M. by Meert.
Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll Call: Present: Richardson, Meert, Smith, Sell, Hephner  Also Present: Attorney Kaufman
Consent Agenda: Motion made by Richardson, supported by Hephner to approve the Consent Agenda as
presented. All yes, motion carried.
Monthly Bills: Motion by Hephner, supported by Smith to approve the monthly bills as presented in the
amount of $35,539.09. All yes, motion carried.
Public Comment (limit 2 minutes per person): Kathy Garrett stated at the Kendall Park there is a gap at
the end of the ramp. Jeff brought in some gravel but Kathy is concerned that walkers and wheelchairs will hit
those stones and flip over or get stuck. Kathy also stated she traded garbage cans with the one in the park as it
was a big blue barrel filled with very old garbage. Pam stated the church ran their rummage sale and that
went very well. Pam stated the Prominent Woman’s Group will have information regarding human
trafficking during the month of September. There will be 3 sessions. Starting on Monday, September 9",
September 16", and September 23 at 7 p.m. Hephner was asked if she had a chance to look into the Road
Commission resurfacing on 18" Avenue. Hephner stated at this time, the Road Commission does not have
any plans to resurface it and the township cannot revisit until next year’s road planning comes up.
Correspondence and Reports:
Committee Reports:
A. County Commission: Submitted
B. Road Commission: Doug reported they are waiting on the Guard Rail contractors and once the
guard rails are installed, CR 388 will be opened up. Seal Coating was completed today and Fog
Seal starts tomorrow. In the 5-year plan, the next half of CR 388 from Gobles to Bloomingdale
will be the next project for 2025 and 2026. That will complete CR 388 all the way to South
Haven. Kathy Garrett asked when the Road Commission was going to fix the boo boos from the
road construction from 2023, and Doug stated he would inquire about it. Trena asked why
culverts were put in and then half of them were taken back out about a month later and Doug
stated he did not know, he would inquire. Trena also stated that there the farm on 12" was not
happy about the new grade of the road to get onto CR 388.
Sheriff’s Report: None
KABA: Submitted
Fire Chief: None
Fire Board: Kehoe stated that the Fire Dept. received a grant from the ARPA funds from
Almena Twp. for approx. $12,000 which will go towards AEDs in all the fire vehicles and some
repairs on the burn building that needed to be done.
Ambulance: Submitted
Treasurer: As of 7-31-2024:
Mercantile Cash: $278,100.79
ARPA: $60,187.98
Consumers Money Market: $252,935.56
Consumers Xtra Protect: $251,462.24
Huntington General: $529,899.83
Mercantile General: $175,520.61
Mercantile Tax: $149,832.33
Huntington Tax: $409.33
I.  Planning Commission: Meeting 9-16-2024 at 6 p.m. Public Hearing for SLU Application
J.  Building Committee: Hephner reported the committee met on August 20" and reviewed the
Whitman proposal and came up with a list of questions. The attorney also reviewed the proposal
and had some additional questions that will be sent over to Whitman for a response. One
guestion being whether the decision to build an expansion on the township hall should be taken
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to the voters. Attorney Kaufman stated that the township cannot put an advisory question on the
ballot.

9. Old Business:

1.

2.

Whitman Contract and Update: Discussed under Building Committee Report. Tabled until next
meeting in October.

Properties on CR 388 — Dangerous Building and 31395 Blight Clear Up: Attorney Kaufman reported
that KABA was issuing another notice that house on the corner of 29""/388 had to be tore down. She is
trying to get the fire department to burn it down. OEO checked on the Henry property and reported there
is still blight on the property. Motion by Richardson, supported by Sell to proceed with the clean up at
31395 CR 388. All yes, motion carried.

Picnic Tables for Kendall Park: Sell reported there are many variations and sizes for picnic tables and
that had not been discussed by the board. After a discussion, a motion by Hephner, supported by
Richardson to purchase 2 tables for the park in Kendall, 1 handicap and 1 regular, not to exceed
$3000.00. Roll Call: Richardson —yes, Meert — yes, Smith — no, Sell — yes, Hephner — yes. 4 yes, 1 no,
motion carried.

Phone System: Sell reported the township phone system is very antiquated and she cannot find anyone
who supports them anymore, even Bloomingdale Communications who installed them many years ago.
Sell stated a new phone system would actually reduce the monthly costs. With a new system, the
township would get new hard-wired phones, VOI (voice over internet) so an app could be placed on cell
phones so board members could get their township phone to ring into their cell phones but the number
would show the township phone number. Sell reported she is looking at WebX with a white glove install
for $500, including training and programming. The hard wiring install is $150.00 per phone. Sell stated
she discussed with the company that the township is considering an addition to the building here, and they
stated it would be minimal cost to change those hard wires if it was during the construction phase. The
actual phones themselves would be $225 and an additional $2 per month for maintenance fees per phone.
The township would be able to keep their current numbers. Install takes approx. 90 days, approx. $375
per phone to install. Sell stated she would really like to do it. After a discussion, the township would go
with 4 phone lines. Motion by Hephner, supported by Smith to go with Spectrum to update the phone
system in the township not to exceed $2200.00. Roll Call: Richardson -yes, Meert — yes, Smith — yes,
Hephner — yes, Sell -yes. All yes, motion carried.

Truth in Taxation Levies: Smith stated the Truth in Taxation Levy forms were sent in to the County
two months ago and the County sent it back because they took the fire equipment millage that was voted
on in August and they slapped it on there so we can collect on it this year. Meert stated that was
discussed at a former meeting and the board had voted on this when we were preparing the ballot
language. Smith stated he did not remember that and Meert stated he was not at that meeting. Meert
stated the board had agreed to start right away. Smith stated he went ahead and did the new form up
including that, which this year the township will collect it at a full mil. Then next year it will step down
according to Headley. The other fire millage will come in at full at a mil and a half, along with the new
road millage and the new senior millage. Motion by Smith, supported by Hephner to approve the new
L4029 levies for the fire millage starting in December. All yes. Motion carried.

10. New Business:
1. Raise for Deputy Treasurer: Sell stated it was discussed at the meeting in August, a raise was given to

an office member that brought her up to the same as what the deputy treasurer currently is. Sell stated
that her deputies’ responsibilities are much greater than the persons whose wages were just increased.
Sell stated the Deputy Treasurer is currently at $15 per hour but she is worth way more than that. Sell
stated she is not sure what she would like to propose and would like to discuss that as a board. Hephner
made a suggestion, rather than doing this piecemeal, if someone can provide what all the current deputies
are making and perhaps the board could look at them and see if anyone else needs to be adjusted as well,
or wait until the new budget and take a look at everyone’s wages. Richardson stated maybe look at the
Election workers as well at the time of budget. Tabled until Budget meetings in February.

Holiday Lighting: Sell reported that she had a meeting with Naylor Landscape and did a walk around
the township hall and the park (nothing can be done at the park). Sell presented the quotes. After a
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discussion, Motion by Meert, supported by Smith to spend up to $1000 with Naylor Landscape for
holiday decorations at the township hall. All yes, motion carried.

3. Renewal of Senior Services Contract with Paw Paw: Smith stated the board has to renew the Senior
Services contract with Paw Paw Township. Motion by Hephner, supported by Richardson to renew the
contract with Paw Paw Senior Services. All yes, motion carried.

4. Bathroom Update at Recycle Center: Motion by Hephner, supported by Meert to put out bids for a
bathroom remodel at the Recycle Center. All yes, motion carried.

5. Police Contract: Smith stated the contract with the Sheriff’s Dept. for dedicated patrol in the township
expired August 29, 2024. Motion by Richardson, supported by Sell to not renew the contract for a
Sheriff’s Deputy. 4 yes, 1 no, motion carried.

11. Public Discussion: Resident stated a better use of the money instead of holiday decorations, to put up
banners for prior service members WWI to present. Kehoe stated in his opinion it was a mistake to not renew
the Deputy contract.

12. Member Comments: Richardson stated the Sexton contract is up this year and that he has been approached
by another township to go there instead of working Pine Grove.

13. Adjournment: Motion by Hephner, supported by Richardson to adjourn. All yes, motion carried.

Adjourned at 8:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Michelle Meert, Pine Grove Township Clerk
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