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 Pine Grove Township 

Planning Commission 

Regular Meeting  

26520 CR 388, Gobles, MI   49055 

March 18, 2024    6:00 p.m. 

 

1. Call to Order:  Meeting called to order at 6:06 p.m. by Chair Kehoe 

2. Roll Call:  Present:  Kehoe, Hill, D. Marculis, Richardson, Brown, K. Marculis, Visser       

                 Also Present:  Rebecca Harvey, Bear Priest 

3. Approval of Agenda for March 18, 2024:   Motion by Kehoe, supported by Richardson to approve the agenda 

with correction (address of SLU Application to 27620)   All yes, motion carried. 

4. Approval of Minutes for January 15, 2024:  Motion by Brown, supported by Richardson to approve the 

Minutes as presented.  All yes, motion carried. 

5. Public Comment on Non-Agenda Items:   NONE 

6. New Business:   

1.  Public Hearing for SLU Application for Matt/Deboarh Tiller for an attached Accessory Building. 

Chair Kehoe explained the order of the Public Hearing to take place. 

 

OPEN PUBLIC HEARING:  6:03 p.m. 

 

ZA Bear Priest presented the Staff Report and stated that the Tiller’s purchased the property across the street 

from their current residence.  There was a dilapidated old house that they took down and cleaned up all the 

junk.  They then tried to make the property conforming to the Townships standards, so it is a non-conforming 

parcel.  They purchased as much property from the neighbors that they could that made the parcel .0872 acres, 

so it is a lawful non-conforming parcel so it still can be developed.  The Tillers are asking to build a house 

with a 1600 sq. ft. of accessory building attached.  Since the Tillers are under the 1 acre, they are limited to 

1320 sq. ft.  The Tillers are asking for approval to exceed that maximum allowable by 280 sq. ft.  Priest stated 

that all the setbacks will be met as well as the height.    The building contractor stated that the Tillers would 

like to build the larger attached accessory building for storage as the property is maxed out on square footage 

allowed on his properties on both sides of the road and since it is not allowed to build just an accessory 

building on the property, they have to build the house with the attached accessory building to fit their needs 

for storage.  ZA Priest also stated that if the board had seen the dilapidate house and all the junk and garbage 

on that property prior to the Tiller’s purchasing the property and cleaning it up, he feels that the Tillers have 

done a service for the township by cleaning it up.  Lloyd Lazott, who lives directly west and directly north of 

the parcel in question and stated that he had no real concerns about this build.  His concerns are about the 

potential of future concerns and what will be happening to the property if someone turns it into rental property 

and it becomes an eye sore again.  Hearing no further questions or concerns, Chair Kehoe declared the Public 

Hearing closed. 

 

CLOSE PUBLIC HEARING:  6:21 p.m. 

 

Chair Kehoe stated that he does live near the applicant, but not within 300 ft. and has talked with the applicant 

regarding his desire to build prior to the meeting and informed him of the process but does not feel that he is 

in conflict in order to make a sound decision.  The remaining board members did not find Chair Kehoe in 

conflict. 
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Visser stated that he was in favor of granting the application as the Tillers have done so much to improve the 

area and finds no reason not to allow the additional 280 sq. ft. 

 

Standards Review 7.03. (01 through .09)  8.00 and 8.03 Special Land Use review criteria.  The board found 

that the application met all the standards except for the total sq. footage.  The board found that the parcel has 

been expanded to become less non-conforming, meeting the road frontage standard and exceeds the 

applicable set back standards and all other applicable standards and the accessory building will be for 

residential personal storage as stated and only exceeds the maximum sq. footage by 280 sq. feet and therefore, 

will not have a negative or material impact on adjacent properties. 

  

Motion by Brown, supported by Richardson to grant the Special Land Use permit for the Tillers based 

on the findings of the criteria in the standards review in 7.03, 8.0 and 8.03 and the discussions and 

documents presented in the application.  Roll Call:  Brown – yes, Richardson – yes, K. Marculis – yes, 

Visser – yes, Kehoe – yes, Hill – yes, D. Marculis – yes.  All yes, motion carried. 

 

2. Cheshire Township 2023-2033 Amended Master Plan:  Kehoe stated that the PC had received a notice 

from Cheshire Township Planning Commission that they are considering proposed amendments to their 

existing Master Plan and per state law, has forwarded to surrounding townships for review and comment.  If 

anyone would like to review and comment, D. Marculis will have it available to them. 

 

7. Public Comment on Agenda Items: NONE 

8. Old Business:    NONE  

9. Commission Comments:    D. Marculis asked that members please review Pine Grove’s newly published Master 

Plan and bring any comments to the next meeting.  Brown stated that she is taking donations for Craig Yaple is 

anyone else would like to contribute.   

10. Adjournment:   Motion made by Richardson, supported by D. Marculis to adjourn.  All yes, motion 

carried. 

Adjourned at 6:54p.m. 

 

 

 Next Meeting(s): 2024   April 15th   May 20th   June 17th 

                                         July 15th    Aug 19th   Sept 16th   Oct. 21st   Nov 18th   Dec 

16th    

                                                                                                          

 All meetings: 6:00 p.m. 

 

 Respectfully, 

Deborah Marculis 

Deborah Marculis, Secretary 

Pine Grove Twp. Planning Commission  


