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PINE GROVE TOWNSHIP MONTHLY BOARD MEETING MINUTES
August 7, 2024 7:00 p.m.

Meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M. by Meert.

Pledge of Allegiance.

Roll Call: Present: Richardson, Meert, Sell, Hephner Absent: Smith Also Present: Attorney Kaufman
Motion by Meert, supported by Richardson to have Hephner run the meeting due to the absence of
Supervisor Smith. All yes, motion carried.

Agenda: Motion by Meert, supported by Richardson to approve the Agenda as presented. All yes, motion
carried.

Consent Agenda: Motion made by Hephner, supported by Richardson to approve the Consent Agenda as
presented. All yes, motion carried.

Monthly Bills: Motion by Hephner, supported by Richardson to approve the monthly bills as presented.
All yes, motion carried.

Correspondence and Reports:

A. Sheriff: Deputy Tarner reported 54 complaints for the month of June. Reminder that CR 388 is
still considered closed. For those caught driving through, you could be ticketed and fined $250
plus 4 points on your license.

B. County Commission: Submitted. New County Commissioner is David DiStefano

C. Road Commission: None. Meert stated she talked to the RC and they stated their meeting is
tonight as well. Meert stated she did pass on there have been several complaints about the boom
mowing this year. Sell stated she has sent Brett a lot of pictures of the damage that has been left
in the wake of the “shoulder mowing”, and trenching of residents’ yards and the road. Sell stated
Witkowski said he would look into it. She also stated he mentioned that CR 388 is scheduled to
be paved mid-August.

D. Fire Chief: Cronk thanked the Board for the purchase of the new fire truck, it has been
delivered and they have executed the first pump test. Cronk thanked everyone for the passage of
the fire millages. No response yet on the $258,000 radio equipment grant. The specs for the
tanker are being finalized and sending it out for bids.

Fire Board: Nothing to report

Ambulance: None

Treasurer: As of 6-30-2024:

T&A: $0.00 Account has been officially closed and the monies sent to the Library

Mercantile Cash: $327,585.46

ARPA: $60,187.98

Consumers Money Market: $252,849.90

Consumers Xtra Protect: $251,419.65

Huntington General: $527,913.80

Mercantile General: $159,281.15

Mercantile Tax: $0.01

Huntington Tax: $409.33

Allegan Savings: $212,364.12

H. Planning Commission: Special Land Use Application and Public Hearing August 19'".

I. KABA: None

J.  Senior Center: Gary Schantz, director of Paw Paw Senior Center. Gary stated when they
opened, they had 50 people the first day and are now at 900 people that have come through the
door for services, approx. 100 a day for meals and activities. Gary stated they are allowing under
60 to come, but they have to be a guest of someone that is over 60, and pay a higher rate. Meals
have been increased to $6 and $8 due to the rising cost of food. They have added a dancercise
class and are doing bus trips for $15.00. August 19'" there will be a bus trip. Meeting at 9 a.m. at
Freshwater Church and will be going to the Blue Horizon Nursery and Gardens, then to South
Haven for Shermans for ice cream, and then visiting downtown South Haven. Participants are
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responsible for their own meals and can eat where ever they want. Approx. 8 more people are
required to make the trip happen. Currently, 24 Pine Grove Township residents attend
activities/meals at the Senior Center. There was a lengthy discussion on how to get more Pine
Grove Township residents to the Paw Paw Senior Center for meals and activities.

8. Committee Reports: Building Committee: Hephner reported a proposal from Wightman has been
received this week regarding project goals, scope of services, additional services, delivery schedule, etc.
which was forwarded to the township attorney. She has looked it over carefully and has come back with
some suggestions for some areas of concern. The Board members have received a copy of that as well. The
next meeting of the Building Committee will be Tuesday, August 20" at 6:30 p.m.

9. Public Comment: (Limit 2 minutes per person) Chris stated he lives on 30 ¥ Street. The gravel road and
one section of it is really bad when there is moderate to heavy rain, right at the intersection of 8" Avenue, the
right-hand side washes out. Hephner stated she will call the Road Commission. Sell stated there is a link to
the Road Commission under Community on the Pine Grove Township website. There are two different links
and one of the links is for reporting any road issues that you see. Hephner asked Chris to log his complaint
using that link and Hephner will follow up with a phone call. Chris stated they are aware of it, and have put
gravel in several times, but nothing is a permeant fix. Mary Bradley stated she lives on 18" Avenue and a
few years ago the east end of 18" Ave, before it gets to EF Avenue, was ripped up by the Road Commission
and left as a dirt road. On EF, they did the same thing, but then put chip and seal on that end of it, but the east
end is still dirt. Bradley stated it is horrible and she is wondering if there is any plan in place to do anything
further. Bradley stated with the D Avenue closure, many people have been using 18" Avenue to get around
the closed section and it is getting really bad. Hephner stated she will call the Road Commission to see about
getting a quote to have it fixed back up with chip and sealed which Bradley stated was working very good on
the Kalamazoo County end of 18" Ave. Pam reported the church is doing a back pack giveaway for school
age kids on Saturday, August 17% from 10:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. and there are school supplies in the back
packs also. The following Saturday, August 24™ the church will be holding a rummage sale from 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. Attorney Kaufman gave a very lengthy explanation on large solar projects in Pine Grove Township and
the direction that is taking. Kathy Garrett stated the Kendall Store has reached its 24" Anniversary. The store
will be offering a barbecued pulled pork party at the Park to thank the community for their service and she
will also introduce the new owners of the Kendall Store at that time, Saturday, August 10, 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.

10. Old Business:

1. 31395 CR 388 — Clean up: Attorney Kaufman reported that she was able to obtain a Consent
Agreement, which means she was able to make an agreement with Ron Henry’s attorney regarding the
clean up of the property at 31395 CR 388. Mr. Henry did a lot of the clean up on his own. He removed
the mobile home that had been dumped on his property. Henry placed tires on the RV that is the back of
the property for removal. The Consent Order has not been signed by Judge McKay yet, but once it is
signed, Ron Henry will have 30 days to remove the remaining RV. Henry will also have to maintain the
subject property in compliance with the Zoning Ordinance, such that only one single family dwelling is
permitted on the property, no tents or campers or anything like that. Atty. Kaufman stated there is also
two Compliance Orders against the two tenants that had been living on that property, where the township
can clean up the blight. Officer Mihelich has gone back out and was able to see there was still some
garbage and stuff that needs to be removed from the property. The township can execute the clean up
right now under the orders against the two tenants or may want to wait the 30 days from the signing of the
order regarding Ron Henry. If he doesn’t get the RV removed, it can be removed at the same time of the
cleanup. The cost of the clean up can be attached to the property tax.

2. Welcome to Kendall Road Signs: Sell stated she talked with the Road Commission and they can do
Welcome to Kendall road signs, which are $200 each and that is installed with a post, 30” x 24”. Motion
by Sell, supported by Meert to get two signs and install on the east and west sides of Kendall on CR
388. All yes, motion carried.

3. MCI ARPA Payment: Sell stated the board voted to designate the last of the ARPA monies, $9801.54
to MCI towards internet. Sell stated she has no information on MCI and if the township does not report
them with all of their DUNS number, etc. prior to the end of the year, that money will be waived and
disappear. Supervisor Smith will be contacted to see if he has the information.
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4. Wightman Pre-Design Proposal: Hephner stated that this was addressed in the Building Committee

report. Everyone will get their ideas back to the Building Committee and go from there.
11. New Business:

1. Tables in Kendall Park: Sell stated the tables were reported to her and she went down to the park to
confirm. One of the picnic tables is fine but the other picnic table has a drawing of a body part that is
inappropriate. The board needs to figure out how to move forward and get prices.

2. Secretary Wages: Meert stated she has a secretary that has not had a raise in 4 years. She does not have
extra duties but she is dependable, answers the phone, and does what she is asked. She is at $13.00 and
has asked for a raise. Motion by Richardson, supported by Hephner to approve a wage of $15.00 per
hour. All yes, motion carried.

3. Appoint Chelsey Hicks to a 2-year term on BOR: Motion by Hephner, supported by Richardson to
appoint Chelsey Hicks to a 2-year term on the Pine Grove Township Board of Review. All yes, motion
carried.

12. Member Comments: Hephner thanked Meert for doing the Election on August 6. Sell stated she would
like to thank everyone for their support of the board and coming out to vote.
13. Adjournment: Motion by Hephner, supported by Richardson to adjourn. All yes, motion carried.

Adjourned at 8:28 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Michelle Meert, Pine Grove Township Clerk
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