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PINE GROVE TOWNSHIP MONTHLY BOARD MEETING MINUTES
May 1, 2024 7:00 p.m.

Meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M. by Meert.

Pledge of Allegiance.

Motion by Meert, supported by Richardson to appoint Hephner to run the meeting. All yes, motion carried.
Roll Call: Present: Richardson, Meert, Sell, Hephner Absent: Smith  Also Present: Attorney Catherine
Kaufman

Agenda: Hephner asked for any additions or corrections to the Agenda. None made

Consent Agenda: Motion made by Richardson, supported by Meert to approve the Consent Agenda. All
yes, motion carried.

Monthly Bills:  Hephner questioned the large increase in the Township Deputy’s bill. After discussion,
Motion was made by Richardson, supported by Sell to direct Attorney Kaufman to prepare correspondence
to the Sheriff’s Department regarding the contract for the township deputy. Roll Call: Richardson — yes,
Meert — yes, Sell —yes, Hephner - yes. All yes, motion carried. Motion made by Sell, supported by
Richardson to approve the monthly expenditures for a total of $67,939.71 including the final ARPA
payment for Bloomingdale Communications. All yes, motion carried.

Correspondence and Reports:

A. Sheriff: None submitted

B. County Commission: Report Submitted

C. Road Commission: Doug Burlson reported that May 12" the bids will be open for the road

project on CR 388, from 653 to the County Line. Road Commission has a 1 mil renewal
proposal on the August ballot. RC is in the process of doing the contract gravel now. Hephner
reported she rode along with the RC on 12" Street from the beginning to CR 388 to address the
concerns on 12", RC will put together a report on how to redirect the water with a proposal on
the cost for the board to consider.

D. Fire Chief: 100 calls for service for the year to date. Fire Department has a tanker truck with
needed repairs and it is hard to find parts, so even though a new pumper truck has just been
purchased, a tanker truck may need to be purchased in the near future. The SCBA’s are now 5
years old and will go in for hydro testing. OSHA has not updated their fire brigade portion of the
compliance standards since 1980. They are in the process of updating those standards and have
taken the NFAP standards and are putting them into the OSHA standards so there will be many
changes coming.

Fire Board: Nothing to report.
Ambulance: Report submitted.
Treasurer: As of 3-31-2024:
T&A: $9,944.86 (put on agenda for next month, attorney to investigate the source of these
funds)
Mercantile Cash: $425,441.14
ARPA: $78,792.74
Consumers Money Market: $252,598.60
Consumers Xtra Protect: $251,294.67
Huntington General: $522,035.95
Mercantile General: $237,146.98
Mercantile Tax: $0.01
Huntington Tax: $423.33
H. Planning Commission: Meeting on Monday 05/20/24, 6:00 PM. Public Hearing for a Special
Land Use Application.

I.  KABA: Did not meet.

Committee Reports: Building Committee: Meeting on 5/15/34 at 6:30 p.m. Hephner reported the
asbestos remediation has been completed. Next, they will be meeting with an architect to see where and what
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should be completed next. Hephner stated she and Pam Visser will be at the meeting and everyone is invited

to attend.

9. Public Comment: (Limit 2 minutes per person) Resident asked if there was any drawing of what an
expansion on the current building would look like. Hephner stated there were drawings that were completed
in 2017. Resident asked about large trash roadside pick up like what is done in Allegan County and was
advised this was discussed previously and decided that Pine Grove does not have the means to do this at this
time. Resident asked if there was any way to have a Meet the Candidate night? Attorney Kaufman stated
under the Campaign Finance Act, the township officials cannot use township resources for purposes of the
campaign, so it could not be held at the township hall or organized by any township official.

10. Old Business:

1. Mold Remediation: Waiting to talk with the architect as earlier discussed in the meeting.

2. Blight Update: Ordinance Officer did not attend the meeting. Attorney Kaufman reported that two
court orders were obtained against Hunter Radke for the property on CR 388 for blight (junk, litter, etc.)
and for living in the RV on the property. The 30 days have expired on that issue. The township has the
authority under the orders to clean it up using township funds and then attach the cost to the property tax.
Decision is yet to be made on the mobile home that blocks the driveway. Kaufman stated the house on
the corner of CR388 that the township recorded the notice of municipal conditions on, there is now an
attorney from Holland involved representing the owner who is trying to sell the house. Kaufman will
return an email to him regarding why the township will not allow the house to be sold unless it is
demolished first or the person who buys it will demo it. Kaufman advised the current owner asserts they
have put $20,000.00 into the house, but there have been no permits pulled nor have any inspections have
been recorded.

11. New Business:

1. Road and Fire Ballot Proposal Resolutions: Meert read the proposed language for the Resolution to
Adopt Millage Ballot Language for Road Millage Renewal into the record. After a short discussion,
Motion by Hephner, supported by Sell to adopt the Resolution to Adopt the Road Millage Renewal as
read with corrections. Roll Call: Richardson —yes, Meert — yes, Sell — yes, Hephner — yes. All yes,
motion carried.

Meert read the proposed language for the Resolution to Adopt Millage Ballot Language For Fire Millage
Renewal into the record. After a short discussion, motion made by Richardson, supported by Hephner
to adopt the Resolution to Adopt Millage Ballot Language Fire Millage Renewal as read with
corrections. Roll Call: Richardson — yes, Meert — yes, Sell — yes, Hephner — yes. All yes, motion
carried.

Meert read the proposed language for the Resolution to Adopt New Millage Ballot Language for Capital
Fire Equipment and apparatuses into the record. After a short discussion, motion by Richardson,
supported by Hephner to adopt the Resolution to Adopt Milage Ballot Language for Fire Equipment as
read with corrections. Roll Call: Richardson - yes, Meert — yes, Sell — yes, Hephner —yes. All yes,
motion carried.

2. Mihelich & Associates Ordinance Services: Meert stated Mihelich & Associates Ordinance Services
came highly recommended by Roxanne Seeber, law partner who does most of the ordinance enforcement.
Christopher Mihelich is currently servicing Alamo and Cooper townships. Meert stated she has talked to
those supervisors and they are both very happy with the services of Christopher Mihelich. Meert stated
Christopher Mihelich has already driven around the township and stated he noted some blight areas.
Meert stated the quote for Pine Grove Township is for 8 hours a week and he is also going to go through
Pine Grove’s General Ordinances and update them to be able to better address the blight issues. The
estimate for 8 hours per week for 52 weeks is $15,600.00 which includes mileage, vehicle, computer, and
body camera. Motion by Hephner, supported by Sell to hire Mihelich & Associates Ordinance Service
as proposed for 52 weeks for $15,600.00, which included mileage, vehicle, computer, body camera and
ordinance reviews and revisions. Roll Call: Richardson — yes, Meert — yes, Sell — yes, Hephner — yes.
All yes, motion carried.
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Hephner stated that the current Ordinance Enforcement contract with the Sheriff’s Dept. has a four (4)
month out clause. Once the contract is terminated, it is effective for 4 more months from date of
termination.. Motion by Hephner, support by Richardson to give written notice of termination with re-
negotiation of revised scope of services. Roll Call: Richardson -yes, Meert — yes, Sell — yes, Hephner -
yes. All yes, motion carried.

12. Member Comments: Hephner requested that Supervisor Don Smith refer any questions, concerns and
decisions that are not statutory requirements of a censured Supervisor to Clerk Meert. Supervisor Don Smith
IS not to answer any questions on matters that are not within his responsibilities as of February 7, 2024.
Richardson, Meert and Sell supported Hephner’s comments.

13. Adjournment: Motion by Hephner, supported by Richardson to adjourn. All yes, motion carried.

Adjourned at 8:30p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Michelle Meert, Pine Grove Township Clerk
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