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PINE GROVE TOWNSHIP MONTHLY BOARD MEETING MINUTES
July 3, 2024 7:00 p.m.

Meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M. by Smith.
Pledge of Allegiance.
Motion by Richardson, supported Hephner to have Sell take the meeting minutes. All yes, motion carried.
Roll Call: Present: Richardson, Smith, Sell, Hephner Absent: Meert Also Present: Attorney Kaufman
Agenda: Motion by Sell, supported by Richardson to approve the Agenda as presented. All yes, motion
carried.
Consent Agenda: Sell stated that a correction in June meeting minutes needs to be made under the Library
Fund under Old Business. Meert had tracked down the original grant for the library funds, not Attorney
Kaufman. Motion made by Sell, supported by Hephner to approve the Consent Agenda with corrections to
the meeting minutes. All yes, motion carried.
Monthly Bills: Motion by Smith, supported by Sell to approve the monthly bills as presented in the amount
of $31,366.19. All yes, motion carried.
Correspondence and Reports:

A. Sheriff: None

B. County Commission: Submitted. Bill Irwin was presented as the candidate running for
Commissioner.
Road Commission: None
Fire Chief: 150 calls to date, higher than any past years. Fire Truck is 2 weeks from delivery
Fire Board: $341,769 due in 2 weeks for Fire Truck
Ambulance: Submitted
Treasurer: As of 5-31-2024:
T&A: $9,939.03
Mercantile Cash: $326,991.03
ARPA: $60,187.98
Consumers Money Market: $252,767.02
Consumers Xtra Protect: $251,378.44
Huntington General: $526,138.34
Mercantile General: $191,320.91
Mercantile Tax: $0.01
Huntington Tax: $409.33

H. Planning Commission: Richardson stated that there would be a PC meeting on Monday, July

15" at 6 p.m. It is a mandatory meeting and there is nothing on the agenda.

I. KABA: Hephner reported 3 building permits, total fees of $955.00.
Committee Reports: Building Committee: Hephner reported that the building committee was given some
general guestionnaires to fill out about what the committee wanted to see improved in this building. Those
were turned in to Wightman. Wightman stated that questionnaires were full of excellent information covering
many things and that he will be reviewing those and get back to the Building Committee. Hephner stated
while he was here, he checked the floor structure and did indicate in an email on 6-24-24 that the floor does
need to be reinforced by adding a beam and he is putting together a proposal for the design of the entire
project. Hephner stated until that proposal is received, there is no need for another building committee
meeting at this time.
Public Comment: (Limit 2 minutes per person) Bill Irwin, Commissioner candidate, introduced himself
and talked about his candidacy. Pam Visser, Supervisor candidate, introduced herself and invited the public
for a meet and greet at 28028 North Street at North Lake, Thursday, July 11", 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the big blue
barn. Eric Mathies had questions about a millage proposal for the library and veterans which states money
will be diverted to Brownfield and several other authority agencies and asked if this was just a Van Buren
County thing or a state deal. Attorney Kaufman stated this is statewide and it does allow the Brownfield or
DDA (Downtown Development Authority) to capture monies from the millages. Supervisor Smith stated this
would only affect Pine Grove Township if the township had a DDA, which it does not, so that would not
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really apply to the millage that Pine Grove Township residents would be paying. Kathy Garrett stated she
thought the Road Commission would be at the meeting tonight and she would like them to know that the new
drains that they put in Kendall are full of mud and debris and grass is growing in them. When it rains, they
just flood the area. Garrett stated she took pictures and sent them to the Road Commission and up to this
date, they have done nothing about it. Garrett also stated she has been watching the last two weeks, dogs
running loose. A guy coming off the Kal Haven trail was attacked by a pit bull. He came into the store; his
head was bleeding. He called the Sheriff’s Dept. and they told him that they don’t send a dog catcher out
during the weekend, but they offered to call an ambulance. Attorney Kaufman stated she will look up the

statute regarding dogs running loose. Jim Kehoe stated there was nothing in the Master Plan regarding a

DDA. Rob Nobel stated he also was hoping the road commission would be in attendance tonight. He stated

he had concerns with the new road going in from Kendall to the east of the county line, where 25" and CR

388 meet and where 12" and CR 388 meet, they make a huge bank for the road but it will be harsh on semi

traffic. A resident asked when the road commission would be doing the boom mowing, 27" % and 28", the

weeds are beyond waist high and you cannot see around the corners. Hephner stated she would contact the
road commission and get a date.
10. Old Business:

1. 31395 CR 388: Hephner stated a bid was put out for clean-up of property if the land owner does not do it.
Attorney Kaufman stated this is the property where the mobile home was dumped. Kaufman stated the
township has gone to court on two previous citations for the two tenants on this property. One was
Hunter Radke who was living in a camper and the other one is Nancy Marvin who was allowing a
accumulation of junk on the property. Compliance Orders were obtained against both of these people
which allows the township to go onto the property and perform the clean-up and attach the cost to the
property tax if the owner does not complete the cleanup. A citation was also issued to the property
owner, Mr. Henry, regarding allowing dwelling in a camper, having an abandoned mobile home on the
property and allowing more than one use on the property, one in the camper and one in the house. The
mobile home has been removed. Mr. Henry’s attorney contacted Atty Kaufman prior to this meeting and
stated the two tenants have been evicted, and all other occupants. Mr. Henry plans to personally clean up
the property. There is another court hearing on July 22™ or 23". If in fact progress is being made, the
tickets will probably be resolved with Mr. Henry and the two Compliance Orders against the occupants.
Kaufman stated it is important the township stay with this complaint and approve a bid for cleanup, just in
case, even if the township does not have to act on it. Motion by Hephner, supported by Sell to approve
the bid to clean up property at 31395 CR388 by Cronk Services for $3,800.00. Roll Call: Richardson —
yes, Smith — yes, Sell — yes, Hephner — yes. All yes, motion carried.

2. Headlee Amendment: Truth in Taxation: Motion by Smith, supported by Sell to not approve the
Truth in Taxation with the amount to be collected for 2024 operating at .6343 at the full amount with
no reduction and the road millage at 1.833 no reduction, Fire Millage at 1.3746 no reduction and the
Seniors millage 0.2349 no reduction. Roll Call: Richardson — yes, Smith — yes, Sell -yes, Hephner —
yes. All yes, motion carried.

3. Solar Energy Resolution: Attorney Kaufman stated the Township asked her to mirror the moratorium
ordinances that Alamo Townships adopted regarding renewable energy facilities and to go into
moratorium until essentially November of this year. There were not enough signatures collected on the
petition to put the renewable energy facilities back on the November ballot statewide so as of November
29, 2024 renewable energy application, battery storage, solar and wind energy have the right to go
through the state and avoid local zoning control. In the interim, the township here has indicated that until
November 29, 2024 they want to do a moratorium. When a moratorium is done in a way that affects the
application to the zoning ordinance, two types of ordinances must be completed, one being a Police
Power Ordinance that the board could adopt tonight, which Attorney Kaufman provided and a notice to
adopt and then a Zoning Ordinance amendment must be made and a public hearing held by the Planning
Commission. Motion by Richardson, supported by Hephner to adopt the Police Power Ordinance for
the alternate energy sources. Roll Call: Richardson — yes, Smith — no, Sell — yes, Hephner — yes. 3
yes, 1 no, motion carried. Attorney Kaufman will prepare a notice of ordinance adoption and get it to the
paper for publishing.
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4.

Fire Truck Payment: Motion by Smith, supported by Hephner to pay the $341,769.00 for the fire
truck. Roll Call: Richardson — yes, Smith —yes, Sell -yes, Hephner — yes. All yes, motion carried.

11. New Business:

1.

Request for Accommodations: Attorney Kaufman stated that Clerk Meert on June 27, 2024 received a
letter dated June 7, 2024 sent by Certified Mail from Arnold DeMann asking for Request for
Accommodation Forms so that he can fully participate and have full access to hear and read in the form of
captioning what is being said on township transcripts during township meetings so he can fully participate
during the meetings, if he has any questions, he can get answers. DeMann was specifically asking if the
township has forms for accommodations and equally does the township have a grievance form with
instructions if he does not agree with what the board decides. Attorney Kaufman stated she worked with
Clerk Meert regarding these requests. Attorney Kaufman stated this is a request for accommodations
under the Americans With Disabilities Act. The township has to make reasonable accommodations for
persons with disabilities. Attorney Kaufman stated she drafted a letter for Clerk Meert to send to
DeMann stating that the Pine Grove Township Board would be considering this at the July 3, 2024
meeting and he may attend the meeting or provide written information for consideration at the meeting.
Legal research shows that while the township has to provide reasonable accommodations for people with
disabilities, the township does not have to provide exactly what is requested if it in fact would be difficult
or expensive for the municipality. Attorney Kaufman stated she understands that the township does have
hearing aid assistance equipment that has already been purchased and Hephner stated she tested them this
date and it is working. Attorney Kaufman stated if in fact the township finds that it would be a significant
definite difficulty or expense to the township to go to the closed captioning, then the board would need to
make a finding to that regard and noting that the township has already made accommodation in terms of
the assisted listening devices and the township will not provide the technology that is being requested.
Motion by Smith, supported by Hephner that the township has received a request from Arnold
DeMann for closed captioning as an accommodation and the board finds that providing this
technology would be of significant expense and difficult to provide. The township has already provided
other working assistive hearing technology. Roll Call: Richardson — yes, Smith — yes, Sell — yes,
Hephner — yes. All yes, motion carried. Attorney Kaufman recommended sending Arnold DeMann a
copy of the meeting minutes after they are approved at the August board meeting.

12. Member Comments: Sell is very disappointed with the whole situation with the solar, wind, energy laws.
13. Adjournment: Motion by Hephner, supported by Smith to adjourn. All yes, motion carried.

Adjourned at 8:13 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Michelle Meert, Pine Grove Township Clerk
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