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PINE GROVE TOWNSHIP MONTHLY BOARD MEETING MINUTES
June 05, 2024 7:00 p.m.

Meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M. by Meert.
Pledge of Allegiance.
Motion by Meert, supported by Richardson to appoint Hephner to run the meeting. All yes, motion carried.
Roll Call: Present: Richardson, Meert, Sell, Hephner Absent: Smith  Also Present: Attorney Josh Thall
Agenda: Hephner asked for any additions or corrections to the Agenda. None made. Motion by Hephner,
supported by Sell to approve the Agenda as presented. All yes, motion carried.
Consent Agenda: Motion made by Hephner, supported by Richardson to approve the Consent Agenda. All
yes, motion carried.
Monthly Bills: Motion by Sell, supported by Meert to approve the monthly bills as presented in the amount
of $137,194.70. All yes, motion carried.
Correspondence and Reports:

A. Sheriff: Submitted. 54 Complaints in April, 64 complaints in May
County Commission: Submitted.
Road Commission:
Fire Chief: None
Fire Board: 120 calls to date.
Ambulance: None
Treasurer: As of 4-30-2024:
T&A: $9,941.95
Mercantile Cash: $426,214.60
ARPA: $78,792.74
Consumers Money Market: $252,681.42
Consumers Xtra Protect: $251,335.86
Huntington General: $523,967.96
Mercantile General: $183,816.85
Mercantile Tax: $0.01
Huntington Tax: $423.33

H. Planning Commission: Richardson reported there will be no meeting for June, but the July

meeting will be held, July 15, 2024 at 6 p.m.

I. KABA: $2,832.00 for new building permits.
Committee Reports: Building Committee: Hephner reported that Meert, Visser and Hephner met with
Chris from Wightman Associates and went over the initial drawing that were done in 2017-2018 and we
talked about plans going forward. Questionnaires were complete by staff and turned in. Chris went
downstairs and checked the structural load of the floor now that the asbestos has been removed in the
basement. Hephner expected that Chris will schedule another meeting soon after reviewing the questionnaires
and information provided at this last meeting.
Public Comment: (Limit 2 minutes per person) Dick Overton, candidate for the 38" District State
Representative introduced himself and stated his experiences and why he is running for Representative.
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10. Old Business:

1. Zoning Enforcement Contract: Chris Mihelich, new Zoning Enforcement Officer was introduced. He
will be working 8 hours a week. Chris reported he wears a body cam when working. Any of the board
members, at any time, can reach out to him to view the body cam footage. Motion by Sell, supported by
Hephner to approve the contract for Mihelich and Associates for Ordinance Enforcement in Pine
Grove Township. Roll Call: Richardson — yes, Meert — yes, Sell — yes, Hephner — yes. All yes, motion
carried.

2. Hire Contractor to Clean Up CR388 Property: Hephner reported the mobile home on CR 388 was
finally moved out of Pine Grove Township. There remains blight on that particular property and the
owner has been cited to get it cleaned up. The township may have to hire someone to clean it up and have
used Kronk Services in the past. ZEO Mihelich stated he has some connections as well if needed.
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Motion by Meert, supported by Richardson to reach out to Kronk Services for a price to clean up that
property. All yes, motion carried.

Library Funds: Sell reported that Attorney Kaufman tracked down the original grant for the library
funds and gave approval for the township to go ahead and issue a check to the Library. Dan has a plan in
place for the money. Sell stated she will be writing them a check and closing that account.

Recycle Center Pay Raise: Meert stated the Recycling Center attendants are currently at $13.50 an hour
and are very responsible attendants. Two attendants no longer have to work at the same time, it is a lesser
cost for the township. Meert suggested $15.00 an hour. Motion by Meert, supported by Sell to raise the
Recycle Center attendants pay to $15.00 per hour. Roll Call: Richardson — yes, Meert — yes, Sell -yes,
Hephner —yes. All yes, motion carried.

11. New Business:

1.

Telephones: Sell stated that the new OEO Mihelich would like a separate line dedicated to Ordinance
enforcement so the township can put the number on the website, etc. Sell explained the current phone
system is completely antiquated and is asking the board approval to seek other options. Sell stated she
has reached out to Bloomingdale Communications twice and they are still checking into options. Sell
stated she has talked with OEO Mihelich and he has an IT background and offered some ideas of new
tech that is available. Hephner stated it would be beneficial to make a list of the things the township
personnel would like to see with a new phone system. Sell was given board permission to start reaching
out to other companies for new phones.

Computer Tech Support: Sell explained that the current Computer Tech Support person has passed
away and his sons are trying to continue the business, however, Sell stated she has not had much success
and therefore, recommends the Township seek another computer tech support company. Sell stated she
reached out to Schumaker, who provides the township website, and is waiting on their call back.

Solar Energy Document: Attorney Kaufman sent the document late so not everyone had a chance to
review them, therefore, the solar energy document will go on the July agenda for the Boards review.
Attorney Thall stated that basically, the document established a temporary moratorium under
consideration of any solar, wind, battery storage systems in the township. The way it is written the
moratorium would be in place until November 29, 2024 which is when the state preemptive law goes into
effect, which would override the moratorium anyway. The moratorium would give the township the
opportunity to wait for a sample model ordinance for those things that would be compatible with the new
state law, to be developed and distributed. There is a Police Power Ordinance and a Zoning Ordinance.
The reason for both is there is no explicate statutory authority for moratorium, but courts have
continuously upheld it as a reasonable and practical thing for townships to do with new technologies and
land uses. The Police Power Ordinance basically says, to protect the general health, safety and welfare of
the township, we find it necessary to put a halt on consideration of these thing while a workable ordinance
is developed. The Zoning Ordinance confirms that the current ordinance is inadequate to address those
certain land uses and while regulations are developed, it prevents any consideration for those land uses.
The Zoning Ordinance does require a Public Hearing with the Planning Commission and usually the
Police Power Ordinance is adopted first by the Board, then the Planning Commission holds the Public
Hearing and makes a recommendation to the Board regarding the Zoning Ordinance. Sell explained that
enough signatures were not collected to put the proposal on the November ballot, but will be continuing
to collect signatures for the 2026 ballot.

Truth in Taxation: Meert stated that this is the Headley Amendment, which causes the levied tax to be
rolled back every year. This will be tabled and put on the July board meeting.

Wish a Mile Bicycle Tour: Motion by Sell, supported by Hephner to approve the Resolution to allow
the Wish a Mile Bike Tour. Roll Call: Richardson — yes, Meert -yes, Sell -yes, Hephner —yes. All yes,
motion carried.

12. Member Comments: Hephner stated the next board meeting falls on July 3, 2024 so the board needs to
decide if the board will meet on the 3 or move the date. Meert stated she will not be here that week. After a
discussion, the board meeting will remain on July 3, 2024 at 7 p.m. Richardson stated there is a person that is
sleeping on residents’ porches in Kendall, attempting to get into cars, knocking on doors and also had an
unfriendly dog with him. Deputy Tarner advised that the residents need to contact the Sheriff’s Department
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when he is on their property. Kathy Garrett stated recently he was knocking on a widower’s door stark naked
and she called law enforcement and the officers did pick him up. The dog was picked up as well.
13. Adjournment: Motion by Richardson, supported by Sell to adjourn. All yes, motion carried.

Adjourned at 7:55 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Michelle Meert, Pine Grove Township Clerk
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